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What is a Public Hearing?

A public hearing gives you an opportunity to comment on a fishery 
management plan or amendment that the Gulf of Mexico Fishery 
Management Council (Council) is developing. Public hearings are 
conducted later in the amendment development process, after the 
Council has begun selecting preferred alternatives for proposed actions, 
but before taking final action. Suggestions, issues, and concerns 
expressed during the public hearings are presented to the Council for 
review and consideration before final action is taken. 

How does a public hearing affect fisheries management?
Comments provided during the public hearing process are reported to the 
full Council prior to final action. Your input is considered as the Council 
deliberates and chooses the most appropriate management measures.

How else can I get involved?
There are many ways you can help the Gulf of Mexico Fishery 
Management Council identify fishery management needs and develop 
reasonable management alternatives, each dependent on how actively 
involved you want to become. The first step to becoming involved is to 
educate yourself about the management process by visiting our website 
at www.gulfcouncil.org, signing up to receive our communications, and 
contacting Council members and staff to discuss management concerns. 
You can attend meetings, serve on panels and committees that advise the 
Council on fishery issues, and even apply to become a Council member. 

Focusing your comments on the pros and cons of specific 
alternatives in each action provides the most useful guidance 
to the Council.  If you are unable to attend a public hearing you 
are encouraged to submit your comments online.  To submit 
comments, view video presentations, or download amendment 
documents, visit our website at www.gulfcouncil.org and click 
the thermometer icon at the center of the homepage.
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Introduction to Coastal Migratory Pelagic Amendment 26
King mackerel are jointly managed by the Gulf of Mexico and South 
Atlantic Fishery Management Councils. There are two migratory 
groups of king mackerel in the southeastern US; the Gulf of Mexico 
(Gulf) group and Atlantic group, which converge at the Straits of 
Florida.

 A recent stock assessment found that neither migratory group of king 
mackerel is overfished or experiencing overfishing. The assessment 
revised the spatial and temporal extent of the mixing zone between 
the migratory groups and allowed both Councils’ scientific advisors to 
revise king mackerel acceptable biological catch levels. 

The Gulf Council is also considering reallocating quota in commercial 
zones and from the recreational sector to the commercial sector in the 
Gulf. Historically, the recreational fishery has not landed its allocation, 
while the commercial fishery has met or exceeded its allocation. 

Finally, the South Atlantic Council is interested in exploring bag limit 
sales of king mackerel for the shark gillnet fishery.
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Action 1:  King Mackerel Stock Boundary
Currently, the boundary between the Gulf and Atlantic shifts during 
the year. From April 1 through October 31, the stock boundary is at 
the Collier/Monroe county line. From November 1 through March 31, 
the stock boundary shifts to the Flagler/Volusia county line. A winter 
mixing zone was previously thought to occur south of the Flagler/
Volusia county line through the Florida Keys.

The most recent stock assessment (SEDAR 38) suggests that the 
mixing zone is much smaller than previously thought, occupying an 
area south of the Florida Keys and Dry Tortugas, demarcated in the 
west by a line west from Key West at 24°35’N, then south at 83°W 
from the Dry Tortugas to the shelf edge, in the east from the Dade-
Monroe county line to the shelf edge. 



Alternative 1:  No action.
Alternative 2:  Establish a single year-round boundary on the western 
edge of the mixing zone and delegate management to the South 
Atlantic Council. 
Preferred Alternative 3: Establish a single year-round boundary on the 
eastern edge of the mixing zone and delegate management to the Gulf 
Council.
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Action 2:  Atlantic Catch Limits 
After the completion of the most recent king mackerel stock 
assessment (SEDAR 38), the Atlantic Council’s science advisors 
provided recommendations for new acceptable biological catch (ABC)
levels. In turn, the Councils may consider setting new annual catch 
limits (ACL) and annual cath targets (ACT) equal to or less than the 
newly recommended acceptable biological catch levels.

Action 2.1:  Atlantic Acceptable Biological Catch
The current king mackerel catch limits (millions of pounds):

ABC Commercial Recreational Rec ACT
10.46 3.88 6.58 6.11

The newly recommended Atlantic Acceptable Biological Catch Limits 
(in million of pounds):

Fishing 
Year

OFL ABC - High ABC - Med. ABC - Low

2016/2017 19.8 17.4 16.5 15.4
2017/2018 18.3 15.8 14.3 12.9
2018/2019 16.7 14.1 12.9 11.9
2019/2020 15.2 12.7 12.1 11.6
2020/2021 14.3 11.5 11.3 11.0

Alternative 1:  No action.
Preferred Alternative 2:  Revise ABC for 2016-2020 based on the High 
Recruitment Scenario.
Alternative 3: Revise ABC for 2016-2020 based on the Medium 
Recruitment Scenario.
Alternative 4: Revise ABC for 2016-2020 based on the Low 
Recruitment Scenario.



Action 2.2:  Atlantic Annual Catch Limits and Annual Catch 
Targets

The current Atlantic annual catch limits were set in 2011.  The ACL is 
set equal to the ABC, and the ACT is set at 50% of the ACL or ACL(1-
Percent Standard Error); whichever is greater.

ABC Commercial ACL Recreational ACL Rec ACT
10.46 3.88 6.58 6.11

Alternative 1:  No action.
Alternative 2:  Revise the ACL and ACT based on ABC levels selected 
in Action 2.1.
Preferred Alternative 3:  Establish a constant catch ACL of 12.7 mp 
for 2016-2020.
Alternative 4:  Establish a constant catch ACL of 11.6 mp for 2016-
2020.
Alternative 5:  Revise the ACL and ACT based on 90% of the ABC level 
selected in action 2.1.
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Action 3:  Atlantic Sale of King Mackerel Bycatch in the 
Shark Gillnet Fishery
The bag limit sale of king and Spanish mackerel was prohibited in 2013 
in South Atlantic waters through CMP Amendment 20A. Prior to that 
rule change, fishermen with federal commercial shark permits and 
federal commercial king mackerel permits could sell the recreational 
bag limit of king mackerel caught on shark gillnet trips. However, 
because drift gillnets are not an authorized gear for king mackerel in 
the South Atlantic, those king mackerel caught in drift gillnets cannot 
be sold. The South Atlantic Council is considering allowing fishermen 
who participate in the small coastal shark gillnet fishery to sell king 
mackerel caught under the bag limit.

Alternative 1:  No action.
Alternative 2:  Allow retention and sale of Atlantic king mackerel 
caught incidentally with a gillnet on boats with a federal king mackerel 
permit and shark commercial permit.  In the EEZ of Florida - 2 fish per 
person; north of the FL/GA line - 3 fish per person may be retained.
Preferred Alternative 3:  Allow retention and sale of Atlantic king 
mackerel caught incidentally with a gillnet on boats with a federal king 
mackerel permit and Shark commercial permit.  In the Southern Zone 
- 2 fish per person; in the Northern Zone - 3 fish per person may be
retained.
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Action 4:  Atlantic Southern Zone Split Season
The commercial fishing year for Atlantic king mackerel is March 1 
through the end of February. Partitioning the quota in the Atlantic 
southern zone into two fishing seasons may increase fishing 
opportunities.

Gulf Preferred Alternative 1:  No action.
South Atlantic Preferred Alternative 2:  Allocate the Atlantic 
Southern Zone Quota into two split seasons:  60% March 1 – 
September 30 and 40% October 1 – end of February.
Alternative 3:  Allocate the Atlantic Southern Zone Quota into two 
split seasons: 60% March 1 – October 31 and 40% November 1 – end 
of February.
Alternative 4:  Allocate the Atlantic Southern Zone Quota into two 
split seasons:  50% March 1 – October 31 and 50% November 1 – end 
of February.



Action 5:  Southern Zone Trip Limit
The trip limit north of the Flagler/Volusia county line is currently 3,500 
lbs year-round. In the area between the Flagler/Volusia county line and 
the Volusia/Brevard county line, the trip limit is 3,500 lbs from April 1 
through October 31.  In the area from the Volusia/Brevard county line 
to the Miami-Dade/Monroe county line, the trip limit is 75 fish from 
April 1 through October 31. From November 1 through March 31, no 
trip limit is in place for the area between the Flagler/Volusia county line 
and the Dade/Monroe county line.
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Alternative 1:  No action.
Alternative 2:  In the Southern Zone the trip limit north of the Flagler/
Volusia county line is 3500 lbs. For the area south of the Flagler/
Volusia county line, establish a year-round trip limit for 75 fish.
Alternative 3:  In the Southern Zone, the trip limit north of the Flagler/
Volusia county line is 3,500 lbs. South of the line, establish a trip 
limit of 50 fish from March 1 – March 31, and a 75 fish limit for the 
remainder of the season. 

Option a:  Beginning on August 1 each season, if 75% of the season 
1 quota has been taken, the trip limit will be 50 fish.
Option b:  At any time during the season if 75% of the season 1 
quota has been taken, the trip limit will be 50 fish.

Alternative 4:  In the Southern Zone, the trip limit north of the Flagler/
Volusia county line is 3,500 lbs. South of the line, establish a trip limit 
of 50 fish for season 2. 

Option a:  February 1 - end of February
(1)  If 70% of more of the season 2 quota is harvested, the trip
       limit is 50 fish.
(2)  If 70% or less of the season 2 quota is harvested, the trip
       limit is 75 fish.

Option b:  January 1 - end of February
(1)  If 70% or more of the season 2 quota is harvested, the trip
       limit is 50 fish.
(2)  If 70% or less of the season 2 quota is harvested, the trip
       limit is 75 fish.

Option c:  February 1 - end of February
(1)  If 80% or more of the season 2 quota is harvested, the trip
       limit is 50 fish.
(2)  If 80% or less of the season 2 quota is harvested, the trip
       limit is 75 fish.
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Action 6:  Gulf Annual Catch Limit
After the completion of the most recent king mackerel stock 
assessment (SEDAR 38), the Gulf Council’s science advisors provided 
recommendations for new acceptable biological catch levels. In turn, 
the Council may consider setting new annual catch limits equal to, or 
less than, the newly recommended acceptable biological catch levels.
The current Gulf Annual Catch Limit (millions of pounds):

Total Commercial Recreational
10.46 3.88 6.58

The newly recommended Gulf Acceptable Biological Catch levels 
(millions of pounds):

Year ABC
2016 9.21
2017 8.88
2018 8.71
2019 8.55

Alternative 1:  No action.
Preferred Alternative 2:  Set the ACL equal to the new ABC.
Alternative 3:  Set a constant catch scenario. 

Option a:  For three years (2016-2018).
Option b:  For 5 years (2016-2020).

 
   * NOTE: The contant catch scenarios require an allocation   
      determination in order to be calculated. See possible modified 
      allocations in Action 8.
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Action 7:  Gulf Commercial Zone Quotas
If the stock boundaries change in Action 1, the Councils will need to 
reallocate the Gulf Florida East Coast Subzone quota among the three 
remaining fishing zones in the Gulf.

Alternative 1:  No action.
Alternative 2:  Revise the zone quotas by dividing the Florida East 
Coast Zone quota into four equal parts.
Alternative 3:  Revise the zone quotas by dividing the Florida East 
Coast Zone quota proportionally to each zone’s current percent 
allocation.
 Gulf Preferred Alternative 4:  Revise the zone quotas as follows:

Zone % Allocation
Western Zone 40%
Northern Zone 18%

Southern Zone Handline 21%
Southern Zone Gillnet 21%
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Esri, DeLorme, GEBCO, NOAA NGDC, and other contributors

Western Zone: 31% Northern Zone: 5.17%

Southern Zone
Handline: 15.96%

Gillnet: 15.96%

Florida East Coast
 Zone: 31.91%
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Action 8:  Gulf Sector Allocation
In multiple fishing seasons over the past ten years, the commercial 
sector has met or exceeded the commercial annual catch limit while 
the recreational sector has landed decreasingly lower proportions of 
the recreational annual catch limit.
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Gulf Preferred Alternative 1:  No action.
Alternative 2:  Revise the recreational and commercial allocations for 
Gulf migratory group king mackerel by dividing the stock ACL using 
one of the options below.

Option a: 63% to the recreatiohal sector and 37% to the
               commercial sector.
Option b: 58% to the recreatioal sector and 42% to the
               commercial sector.
Option c: 48% to the recreatioal sector and 52% to the
               commercial sector.



Alternative 3:  Revise the recreational and commercial allocations for 
Gulf migratory group king mackerel by transferring a percentage of 
the stock ACL to the commercial allocation annually until such a time 
that the recreational sector lands 80% of its allocation, after which 
no additional allocation will be transferred from the stock ACL to the 
commercial sector ACL.

Option a: Transfer 2% of the stock ACL annual to the commercial
  allocation.
Option b:  Transfer 5% of the stock ACL annually to the commercial
  allocation.

Alternative 4:  Conditionally transfer a certain percentage (Options 
a-d) of the stock ACL to the commercial sector until such a time that 
recreational landings reach a predetermined threshold (Options e-g).  If 
this threshold is met, the recreational and commercial allocations will 
revert to 68% for the recreational sector and 32% for the commercial 
sector.
Conditional Quota Transfer (MUST CHOOSE ONE):

Option a: Transfer 5% of the stock ACL to the commercial sector.
Option b: Transfer 10% of the stock ACL to the commercial sector.
Option c: Transfer 15% of the stock ACL to the commercial sector.
Option d: Transfer 20% of the stock ACL to the commercial sector.

Recreational ACL Threshold (MUST CHOOSE ONE):
Option e: Revert to the status quo sector allocations if 80% of the
  adjusted recreational sector ACL is landed.
Option f: Revert to the status quo sector allocations if 90% of the
  adjusted recreational sector ACL is landed.
Option g: Revert to the status quo sector allocations if 100% of the 
adjusted recreational sector ACL is landed.
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Alternative 5:  Establish a sunset provision for any change in the 
sector allocations for Gulf migratory group king mackerel.  After 
the predetermined time period, any change in sector allocations 
would revert back to the allocations specified in the original Coastal 
Migratory Pelagics Fishery Management Plan for the Gulf of Mexico 
(68% for the recreational sector and 32% for the commercial sector).

Option a: Sunset any change in sector allocations after a five 
year period (2016-2021).
Option b:  Sunset any change in sector allocations after a ten year 
period (2016-2026).
Option c:  Sunset any change in sector allocations after a fifteen 
year period (2016-2031).

Action 9:  Gulf Recreational Bag Limit
The recreational bag limit is two fish per person. The recreational 
sector has not landed its allocation of king mackerel in the last 
decade. The Council is considering increasing the bag limit to allow 
the recreational sector to harvest more fish.

Alternative 1: No Action
Gulf Preferred Alternative 2: Increase the bag limit to three fish per 
person.
South Atlantic Preferred Alternative 3: Increase the bag limit to four 
fish per person.
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The Council is collecting input on this proposed amendment at 
a series of meetings across the Gulf coast. Each of the following 
meetings will begin at 6:00 p.m. local time and conclude no later than 
9:00 p.m.

Monday, February 22, 2016
Hilton Garden Inn
6717 S. Padre Island Drive
Corpus Christi, TX  78412

Monday, February 22, 2016
Hilton Garden Inn
2703 Denny Avenue
Pascagoula, MS  39567

Tuesday, February 23, 2016
Holiday Inn Express
2440 Gulf Freeway
Texas City, TX  77591

Tuesday, February 23, 2016
Hilton Garden Inn
23092 Perdido Beach Blvd.
Orange Beach, AL  36561

All in-person meetings begin at 
6:00 pm local time and end no 
later than 9:00 pm local time. 
Webinars begin at 6:00 pm 
Eastern Time.

Wednesday, February 24, 2016
Hilton New Orleans Airport
901 Airline Drive
Kenner, LA  70062

Wednesday, February 24, 2016
Destin Community Center
101 Stahlman Avenue
Destin, FL  32541

Monday, February 29, 2016
Harvey Government Center
1200 Truman  Avenue
Key West, FL  33040

Wednesday, March 2, 2016
Holiday Inn Lakewood Ranch
6231 Osprey Drive
Sarasota, FL  34240

Thursday, March 3, 2016
Webinar
Visit http://tinyurl.com/z86nwq4
 to register

   
   
Your input is important. If you are unable to attend a public 
hearing you can submit comments online by visiting 
http://tinyurl.com/jn8z5eu, or click on the thermometer icon 
on our home page.
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Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Council
2203 N. Lois Avenue
Suite 1100
Tampa, FL  33607

Tel: 888-833-1844
Fax: 813-348-1711
Email: gulfcouncil@gulfcouncil.org
Web site: www.gulfcouncil.org


